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The Eyes of IaELAND Open. 
Being, A ſhort VIEW of the Project for 


ESTABLI SHING. | 


The Intended 


Bank, of Ireland: 


With ſome REMARES upon its 
MAN AGF RS, PROMOTIURs and PROGRESS. 
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In a LE T TE R from a LADY at Dublin to her 
Friend in the Country. 
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To which is :dded, A 
DESCRIPTION of the SUBsCR1PT1oN, 
OR, A true and exact Account of the | 


Nobility, Gentry and Traders, 
WHO AR | 
SUBSCRIBERS to the BANK, 


Extracted from the L1sT 
Publiſhed by Order of the Commiſſioners appointed to receive Sulſe riptiont, 
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Interſpers d with NOTES and QUERIES. 
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The SECOND EDITION. 
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TO HER 
Friend in the Country. 
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Dear Mapan, 


DFD Came to Town three Days be- 
= #415 fore the BANK Books were 
y opened, and reſolving to loſe 
„ no Time, I ſent for your 
Friend, and told him of your Reſoluti- 
ons to Subſcribe 2000 /. that I had Di- 
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rections from you to apply to him, and 


a Gommiſſion to tranſact for you. 


At firſt he look'd very grave and re- 


ſerv'd, ſaying; He doubted I was come 
too late; for that ſo many Perſons of 


Intereſt and Diſtiaction of both Sexes had 
apply'd, that he was afraid that the 
Books would be full before they were o- 
pened: However (he /a:d ) he would uſe 
his Intereſt, and rather than you ſhould 
be diſappointed, he would aſſign one half 
of his own Subſcription to you: At the 
ſame- Time letting me underſtand, That 


it was in Effect a Gift of. ſo much Money, 


with ſome Innuendoes as if he expected a 
Premium. 

He then run out in high Raptures up- 
on the BANK, and upon the great 
Advantages it would be both to the Sub- 
ſcribers and to the Kingdom ; he extol- 
led the Conduct of the Managers, who 
had procured this BAK from the 
GOVERNMENT in England without 


an) Conſideration, for which Former Pro- 


jellors had offer'd no leſs than FIFTY | 
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© firmed that the Subſcribers could make 
no leſs than 25 l. per Cent. for their 
> whole Subſcriptions, of which only one 
Twenty'th Part was to be Depoſited, and 
then deſii'd me to Compute the Value of | 
the Preſent he had made. l 

'T ask'd him whether he were ſure this 
BANK would ſucceed 2 He told me 
there was not the leaſt Doubt of it, that 
the Neceſſity of Affaits requir'd it, where- 
of the Managers were ſo confident, that 
they had actually brought over the 
+ IRON-CHESTS to ſecure the Money; 
that the, NOBILITY, GENTRY : 
and TRADERS of the Kingdom, were 
upon Mature Deliberation, unanimonſly | 
of Opinion, That a BANK was neceſ- 
: ſary, Sc. That he had particularly diſ- 
> cours'd with Three Eminent Perſons of 
great Honour, Experience and Sagacity, | 
- diſtinguiſhed for the Love of their Coun- 
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try, and their profound Knowledge in 


5 


- Þ gument aſſerted, That we muſt have a 


i the general Intereſts of Kingdoms; and 
far above any Paltry Self-Intereſt: The 
> Firſt of which with great Strength of Ar- 
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BANK and will have a BANK. The 
Second, That the South-Sea had occaſiond © 
uch a Dearth of Money im the Kingdom, 
that Paper-Money was as neceſſary now 
' as Braſs-Money was in the Time of King 
| JAMES, and will make us better able to 
| pay our TAXES and our PENSIONS. 
And the Third with great Volubility of 
Tongue, and uncommon Eloquence, af- 
firmed, That if People would not confide 
ard believe in ſuch @ Set of DIREC- 
IJ ORS and GOVERNORS, as were 
intended to be Choſen, Nenher would they 
believe in MOSES or the PR O- 
ETS. 
| He then began ro Enlarge upon the 
great Advantages this BANK would be 
of to the Publick, That ir would Im- 
prove Trade, Navigation, Manufaftories, 
ind the Cultivation of our Land; enable 
ns to Covern Foreign Markets, and make 
other Nations Fattors for us, who were 
NOW ouly Factors for them. He then 
proceeded to a Jargon which I did not 
comprehend, of Imports, Exports, Buil- « 
ding Ships, Hrecting Ware-Houſes, Drai— F 
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ning Bogs, Opening Rivers, Finding Coalt, 


Building Towers, Raiſing Land, Sinking | 
* Intereſt, &c. And when he was out of 
Breath, preſented me with a Paper call'd, 
REA SO Ns for a B; AN K, Written, as 
be affirm'd, with Force of Reaſon, Con- 


cCiſeneſs and Perſpicuity of Style, Elegan- 


cy in Phraſe, Propriety in Diction, and 
with Maſterly Strokes in Political Calcu- 
* lations; and believing he had now fully 
convinced me, he. advisd me by all 
Means, That the Money I was to De- 
poſite ſhould be GUINEAS, preſuming 
the Crowds would be ſo great, that the 
- Clerks would diſpatch me ſooner. 


We parted, I prepard my GOLD 
and the BOND, waited impatiently all 
the next Day when the Books were o- 
pened, and being informed that vaſt 
Crowds of COACHES were attending 
in Dirty-Lane, and receiving no Meſ- 
ſage from our Friend, Concluded the 
BOOKS were filled, as he had alleged, 
but ſtill expected to come in upon half 
his Subſcription ; and accordingly ] re- 
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| ceived Notice to prepare againſt next 


Morning. | 

During this Time I accidentally heard 
that SOME of the Nobility and Gentry 
were violently bent againſt this Project, 
and among the reſt, a certain LORD 
to whom I have the Honour to be Re- 


| lated, and well known, I waited on him, 


and gave him the whole Hiſtory of my 
Proceedings in this Affair, deſiring his 


Advice and Opinion, I had no fooner 
ended my Story, than he fell into an im- 


moderate Fit of Laughter, and the firſt 
Words he was able to ſpeak diſtinctly 
were, That he laughed with greater Plea- 
ſure to himſelf, and as he hop'd leſs Pain 
to me, becauſe I had neither paid in my 
Money, nor given Bonds. He begg'd of 


me to be in no Pain about the Cluſter of 


COACHES in Dirty-Lane, for he ſu- 


ſpeed that the greateſt Part of Gentle- 


mens Coaches which made that Appear- 
ance, were either Lent or Hired to make 


a Figure, and he preſum'd I would be of 


the ſame Opinion when I ſaw a LIST of 


42 


the Subſcribers; and 1 do affirm (ſays he) 
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4 that to my certain Knowledge, the Ma- 
nagers and their UNDER-S [R APPERS 
4 arc running about the Town all this Time 


Perſuading, Preſſing, and perhaps Bri- 
bing, Men, Women and Children, to fill 
their Books. 

He told me he had ſeen the Books 
that very Day; that there was not half 
the Capital Subſcrib'd, and it was a Doubt, 
and Matter of great Speculation ; whe- 
ther all the Subſcribers had paid in the 
Twenty'th Part, and given all the BONDS 
and JUDGMENTS for the Remainder. 
He confeſſed there were ſome Perſons of 
Honour, Eſtates and good Diſtinction a- 
mongſt the Subſcribers, but theſe were in 
ſome Alliance with the Managers and 
chief Promoters of the BANK: And 
generally Speaking, the Reſt conſiſted of 
Preſs'd Men, and French Voluntiers. 

He allowed the (ſince choſen) intended 
Governor to be a Perſon of great Integri- 


ty and Honourable Intenſions, and gave 


the greateſt Credit to the Projectors; but 


was ſorry he was drawn in, upon any 


> Conſiderations, or by any Perſwaſions, 


B into 


[ 10 


into a Project to which the Nation Was 
ſo utterly averſe. | 

| was exceedingly ſurprized, and en- 
treated him to let me know for what 
Reaſons ſo great a Majority could oppoſe 
this SCH EME? His anſwer was that he 
could aſſign a great Number: But the 
Principal which prevailed with him, were 
theſe that follow. 

Firſt, Becauſe he could not conceive 
that any Sufficient Security had been of- 
fer'd, or could be given by the BANK, 
for the Properties of the Subſcribers, and 
Transferrers, and their Heirs. 

Secondly, That no Security could poſe 
ſibly be given that the Preſumptive Pow- 
er, which muſt be lodged in this BANK 
if it-Succeeds, may not be exerted to the 
Deſtruction of the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, and then the next Evil to that of 
being Dragooned, is that, of being Dra- 
goonable. 

Thirdly, Becauſe it is evident, if this 
BANK ſhall take Place, and acquire 
that Degree of Wealth and Power, which 


may reaſonably be 3 all that 
Wealth 
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Wealth and Power mult be naturally ap- 
ply'd to its own Preſervation, that is, to 
the arbitrary Will and Power of thoſe to 
whom it owes its very Being, and Sub- 
ſiſtence. 

Fourthly, It is highly probable, that a 
this is preſumed, and actually is now, 4 
Proteſtant Bank, it may dtain the great- 
eſt Part of tae Species of Money from 
the Proteſtants, and leave them in Lie 
thereof only Paper, which can be of no 
Effect in Times of Confuſion, either for 
their Defence or Subſiſtence; and conſe- 
quently the ready Money, which mult be 
allowed the Sinews of War, being in the 
Hands of the [-:/b Papi, may render 
em more formidable upon fuch a juncture 
to the Engliſh Proteſtant Intereſt ot Ireland, 
than they have ever been ſince the Ne 
mation. 

Beſides theſe Reaſons his Lordſhip far- 
ther added, that he could not well un- 
derſtand how a Country wholly Crampr 
in every Branch of its Trade, of Large 
Extent, ill Peopled, and abounding in 
Commodities, which they had neither 

B 2 Libeity 
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Liberty to Export, nor Encouragement 
to Manufacture; could be benefitted by a 
Bank, which by all he had read, or heard, 
or obſerv'd in his Travels, was only uſe- 
ful in free Countries, where the Territory 
was ſmall, and the Trade General and 
Unlimited; and conſequently where the 
Profit conſiſted in the buying, and ſelling 
of Goods imported from other Nations, 
and wholly accru'd to the Public: Where- 
as the BANK propos'd amongſt us, was 
to be the Monopoly of a few; he added, 
that Mr. MAXWELL in his Leiter to 


Mr. ROWLEY had in ſeveral Particulars 


given up the Cauſe; but eſpecially in one, 
where he allow'd that before the Convul- 
ſion occaſion'd by the South-Sea, from 
the natural Advantages of PEACE, and 
the very ſmall Share of Trade allow'd us, 
the Intereſt of Money fell of it ſelf to 6, 
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and 5 and a half per Cent. which came 


very near to the only Advantage the 
| BANK propos'd; and his Lordſhip ſaw 
no Reaſon why we might not now hope 
for the ſame Effect from Time, and our 
natural Advantages, when we have re- 

cover d 
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cover'd this Loſs, as well as we did the 
Ruins of a long War, upon the Revolu- 
tion, without venturing upon new Ex- 
periments, under which FRANCE, 
HOLLANU, and ENGLAND have 
ſunk : and which our poor Crazy Conſti- 
tution is ill able io ſupport, and leſs able 
to retrieve. He ſaid plainly, that he 
look'd upon Mr. MAX WELL as a Gen- 
tleman whoſe intentions were better than 
his Abilities : That from poring upon 
Davlenant, Peity, Child, and other Rea- 
ſoners from Political Arithmenck he hath 
? drawn Concluſions by no Means Calcula- 
ted for the Circumſtances and Condition 
of Ireland. 42 4% 

As a great Part of what he ſaid was a- 
bove my Capacity, ſo 1 could never have 
repeated it, if he had not been at the 
Trouble at my Requeſt ro have given it 
me in Writing, together with Mr. Rowley's 
Letter, where he told me the Subject was 
treated in ſo handſome a Manner, that 
he was ſure it would both pleaſe and con- 
vince me. 


After 
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throughly convinced from what he whiſ⸗ 
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After theſe general Arguments he got 
up and ſhut the Door, and in a very low ' 
Voice told me in Confidence the Hitory ; 
of this Project, from its firſt Commence- 
ment, comparing it to the Machine of a 
Watch with its various Wheels and Move- 
ments, while the main Spring was out of 
Sight, yet plainly diſcovered where thje 
Hands pointed and directed. I dare not 
truſt to your Eyes, what he could hardly 
truſt to his own Ears; but, I was ſo 


pered, that I inſtantly wrote a Note to 
your Friend, and told him you had altered 
Your. Opinion, and would not & ubſeribe 160 
the BANK, deſiring be 1 give himſelf 
] 


no further in 


| 
i 
x 
| J 
After this, I mod to ask his Lord- | c 
hip two Queſtions; Firſt, whether the 7h 
N 


Report were true, that the LORD 

LIEUTENANT had Intereſted him- t. 
ſelf in Favour of the BANK? He aſſured a 
me it was notoriouſly Falſe, and Ground- it 
leſs; for His GRACE had behaved him- te 


ſelf with the utmoſt Candor and Indit- ar 


ferency, which appeared throughout the 


whole, 
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whole Tranſaction betwixt his GRACE 
and the Negorrators, leaving it to the 

? Wiſdom of the Nation to determine what 

: 1 be profitable for us; whereof I 
| hope thay whole Kingdom without Di- 
| giaation of Party, will ever retain a grate- 

ful Remembrance. 

My ſccond Queſtion was, How it came 

} to — that the Commiloncts and Mana- 
gers of the Bank, opened the Books, and 
proceed ed to take Subſcr; ptions, after the 

2 KING in his SPEECH, in Tenderneſs 

to his People, had left it to the Conſidera- 

tion of PARLIAMENT; and after it 

1 7 appeared that a great Majority of both 

» * HOUSES with the Voice of the Nation 

f me Doors; had declared againſt it? 

He anſwered with a Smile, that for his 
> own: Part, he could conceive no poſſible 


e Reaſon "5 this Proceeding, but that the 
D 3 Managers were reſolved, at all Hazards, 
1- F to recover the Expences they had been 
d at, in negotiating the Affair of the BANK 
d- Fin ENGLAND, „that by this bold At- 
n- tempt they ſeem'd wholly to miſrepreſent 


and miſapply the gracious Intentions of 
His 
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His MAJESTY, as if, after he had loudly 
Proclaim'd in his SPEECH from the 
THRONE, that the People of IRE- 
LAND ſhould have a BANK, if they 
pleaſed, He did at the ſame Tinge whiſp- J 
er to the Managers, that we ſhould 4d 4 
a BANK, whether we pleasd, or no. . 

I took Lowe of his Lordſhip, and in a 

few Days found a great Deal of what he 
told me to be true. For a LIST of the 
Subſcribers being publiſhed by order of 
the Governours and Directors, there came 
out ſoon after a printed Paper with | 
NOTES and QUERIES, wherein the | 
Subſcribers were Ranked in their proper 
Claſſes; which placed them in ſo ridi- 
culous a Light, that they all began to be 
aſhamed of one another. I took Pains | 
to examine that Paper very carefully by 
the Original Liſt, and found it in every 
Article to be a Votorious Truth, but not 
the whole Truth, for the Author hath | 
Omitted the following Subſcribers, vi. 


One 


117 } 


One French Corn Cutter, 

One French Drawer, 

One Deal-Merchanr, 

One French Apothecary, 
One Anabaptiſi Clothier, 
One Barrack-Maſter, | 

One Butcher, 
One Agent's-Clerk, 

Beſides ſeveral Houth- Feaers and Mise 


ſilſipiaus. 


When J faw this LIST, and ob- 
ſerved the Situation of the Subſcribing 
LADIES betwixt the SOLDIERS and 
TRADERS, I was highly Delighted 
that you were not one of the NUMBER. 

I was intimately Acquainted with one of 
them, and going to pay her a Viſit was 
with ſome Difficulty admitted. She told 
me ſhe had kept her Chamber ſome Days 
ſince the publiſhing of that Scandalous 
LIST, that ſhe had been rallyed to Death 
by all her Acquaintance, that ſhe had en- 

deavour'd to get her MONEY back, or 
at leaſt her Bond and Judgment, but could 

C prevail 
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| prevail for neither. That ſhe reſolved to 
i petition - the LORD CHANCELLOR 
for Relief, and confeſſed freely to me, 
ö that a Propoſal was made her of a very 
Advantagious MATCH, which was 
brought almoſt to a Concluſion ” but 
broke off when the GENTLEMAN came 
to know that her Fortune was in the 
BANK, alledging, that he could not 
Depend upon it, becauſe that her Bond 
and Judgment was Lodged in the BANK, 
and that any PART or the whole there- 
of was lyable to the Demands of the 
+ DIRECTORS. 


I am, 


MAD AM, a. 
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BANK of IRELAND, 
10 | "OY Ptac'd according to 

1 7 Their OapER and QuaLITY. 
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NOTES and 9UERIES. 
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Parturiunt montes, naſcetur ridiculus Mas. 
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A True and Exact Account of 
the NoriLirty, GENTRY 


and Travers, of the King- 
C 2 dom 
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| dom of Ireland, who, upon 
MATURE DELIBERA- 


TION, are of Opinion, That 
the Eſtabliſhing a BANR 
upon Real Security, would be 
highly for the AbvANTASEEOf 
the TRADE of the ſaid King- | 
dom, and ſor Encreaſing the N 
CURRENT SPECIES of | 


Money 1 in the lame. 


Extraded from the L IS h of | 
SUBSCRIBERS fo the Bank 
of Ireland, Publiſhed by Order 
of the Co mmiſſi oners appointed to 
receive & ubſcriprions. 4 


Nobility. 


Arch- -Biſhops I 
Marquiſſes 0 
Earls o 


Viſcounts | 


* 
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Viſcounts N Þ: 
Barons I 
Biſhops 2 
French Barons 1 
1 
rr 


The Temporal Lords of Ireland are 
125; the Biſhops 22; Ia all 147; 


cluſive of the aforeſaid French 6 "hy 


Gentry. 


Baronets I 
Knights 1 
NOT E. 


Total of Baronets and Knights in Jre- 
land uncertain ; but in common Compu- 


ation ſuppoſed to be more than TW O. 


Members of the 
| Houſe of Commons) 


oö 
Number of Commoners in all 300. 


[22] 
Eſquires, not m__ 1 
bers of Parliament) . 


| RT £4 
There are at leaſt 7wenty of the ſaid 37 | ; 

Eſquires whoſe Names are little known ; 

and whoſe Qualifications as Eſquires are 
referred to the King at Arms; and the 
faid King is deſired to ſend to the Pub- 
fiſher hereof a true Account of the whole 
Number of ſuch Real or Repuied Eſ- 
quires, as are to be found in this King- 

- dy "y 


Clergy, 


Deans . 

Arch-Deacons 2 

Rectors SE 

Cutate ns 22#! 
8 


n 
Of this Number, One French Dean, 


One French Curate, and One Bookſel- 
* Ice 


1234 


Officers not 3 5 
of Parlimament - a 


NOTE. 


Of the above Number 10 French ; but 
uncertain whether on Whole or Half. Pay, 
Broken, or of the Militia. 


Women. 


** 1 A 

Widows 3 Whereof one 
5 qualify'd to 
3 L WE 9 1 2 he Deputy- 

Governour. 

Maidens 3 

l 

It being uncertain in what Claſs to place 


*the right Female Subſcribers, whether in 


that Nobiluy, Gentry, &c. it is thought 
Proper to incert them here beryixe rhe | 


Wfricers and Trade i d 


— 


; 
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Traders. 


Alermen of 
Dublin 1 a2 Hrenchman. 

Cork 2 425 
Limerick 1 
Note. 
Waterford o 
Drogheda o 
2 "Us Se. N = 

Merchants 29, vis. 
Brooch 10 
London 1 
Cork © I 
Belfaſt. 1 
Vo Tr Wii 


The place of Abode af "FE of the 
ſaid Merchants, viz. of 2 Curb and 
| Belfaft, being mentioned; 


11576 ODER, 
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SUERT, 
Where the reſt may be Mrote to; and 


whether they deal in N drr Rr 


tail? 


Master- Dealer, a. 69s i) 


Caſhiers 
Bankers 


Player 
Popiſn Vintner 
Frenchmen 


but whether Pen- 
ſioners, Barbers, 
Valets or Mar- 


kees, uncertain. 


'Y 

2 $45 4 
Chymiſt 7 
l 

1 

$ 


Bricklayer k 
Chandler RD 
Drs. of Phyſick 4 
Chirurgeons 2 
, g 
Attorneys 
(beſides one Ea; 
Attorney before 
reckoned), 


As to the Reſt of the Many 6 


Publiſher of this Paper, though he has 
nſed his utmoſt Diligence, has not been 
able to ger a satisfactory Account either 
as to their Country, Trades or Profeſ- 


frons, 
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NOTE. 


ä 


L271 
NOT E. 0 
The Total of Men, Women and Chil- 


dren in Ireland, beſides French Men, is 


2,000000 : Total of the Land of: [re- 
land Acres 16, 80000. (ide Reaſons 
for a BA N K, &c, 4 ; A/ | 


2 N 
How many of the ſaid Acres are in 


1 
ED 


Poſſeſſion of 1 French Baron, 1 French 
Curate, 1 French Alderman, 10 French 
Merchants, 8 Meſſieurs Francois, 1 Squire 


Projector, 1 1 5 Attorney, 6 Officers 


of de Army, 8 Women, 1 London Mer- 
chant, 1 Cork Merchant, 18 Merchants 


whoſe Places of Abode are not-mention- 
ed, 1 Caſhier, 4 Bankers, 1 Gentleman 


Projector, 1 Player, 'I Chymiſt, 1 Po- 


p.th Vinter, 1 Bricklayer, 1 Chandler, 
Doctors of * Phyſick, 2 'Chirargepns, 
1 Pewterer, 4 Gentlemen Attorneys, be- 
fides 25 Gentlemen Dealers, yet unknown, 


1. 98 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Omitted in the firſt Edition, as ob- 
ſerved in the Ladys Letter, the follow- 
ing worthy Subſcribers __ 


One French Corn-Cutter. 
One French Drawer. 

One Deal-Merchant. 
One French Apothecary. 
One Anabaptiſt Clothier. 
One Barrack Maſter. 

One Butcher. 

One A gent's Clerk. 


Beſides ſeveral Stock-jobbers, South- 
Seaers and Miſſiſipians. 


Dublin, printed by John Harding 


in Moleſwo! th's Court, Fiſhamble 
Street. 
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